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Serving on the student council is fun, but it is also an important role that requires leadership, 
working cooperatively with your peers, listening to the ideas of other people, and supporting the 
events and activities organized by the council. Whatever role you hold, class representative, 
secretary, or president, you represent the rest of the student body. You need to be able to consider, 
accept and embrace ideas other than your own, and you must work to bring people together to 
achieve the council’s goals.  

 
With that in mind, here are some of the common duties and activities overseen by the Student 
Council and their faculty advisors: 
 

• FRIDAY HOMEROOM: Check in with you constituents! Let them know what happened at the 
last council meeting, share what votes or actions were taken, and rally them to help. Ask what 
is on their minds, what they might like you to bring to the council on their behalf.  

 
• ATTEND STUDENT COUNCIL MEETINGS: With some exceptions, meetings will be held during 

Activity Period on Tuesdays. Council Members should attend all meetings. The council needs 
your voice and ideas, and your classmates need you there to represent them and their 
interests. Meetings may be excused only for unavoidable conflicts, such as an 8th grade 
shadow date at a high school. However, repeated absences may be cause for removal from the 
council by its faculty advisors. 

 
• PARTICIPATE: Outside of council meetings, members are expected to lead and to do the work. 

You might chair a committee meeting, serve on a committee, and recruit other students to 
help with jobs. You may take the lead organizing a charitable drive, or ensuring the next dance 
has decorations, snacks and a theme.  

 
• PLAN EVENTS: Council members are always welcome to propose new events, and they help 

plan and shape the events we regularly hold. Here are common examples: Plan dances, 
propose and plan movie and game nights, volunteer opportunities, and charitable drives, and 
plan Spirit Week and its daily themes and activities.  
 

• TIME COMMITMENT: Serving on the Student Council does require time outside the regular 
school day, and it meets during activity period, so candidates need to be ready to work this 
into their busy lives. In addition to leading and supporting the events and activities noted 
above, please note that all student council members are expected to arrive at least 30 minutes 
before events to help setup, and to stay for 30 minutes after an event to help clean up.  
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Student Council Roles & Eligibility 
 
The council includes officers, who have additional leadership responsibilities, and council members, 
typically class representatives. Review the offices below and decide which most interests you! Please note 
that certain position have grade restrictions.  
 
The council president must have served previously on the student council. In addition, the president and all 
other candidates must have the endorsement of a parent AND four teachers. These endorsements are based 
on the student’s citizenship and an understanding that candidates are able to participate fully on Student 
Council without a negative effect on their studies. 
 

• President:  
The officer in charge of the group; presides at Student Council meetings;  meets with faculty 
advisor during Friday recess to plan agenda for next week’s meeting. Drafts and shares 
agenda with other council members before the next meeting.  

 
• Vice President:  

The officer who supports the president, works with committees, and serves as president when the 
president is absent or unavailable; meets with faculty advisor during Friday recess to plan agenda 
for next week’s meeting. Shares agenda with other council members before the next meeting.  

 
• Secretary:  

The officer who takes minutes, keeps attendance, and writes “Student Council News,” which 
is shared by class representatives at Friday’s homeroom; meets with faculty advisor during 
Friday recess to plan agenda for next week’s meeting. Shares agenda with other council 
members before the next meeting. 

 
• Treasurer:  

The officer who keeps records of the Student Council’s money and advises the council on 
what it has to spend or how much it needs to raise to support its plans; meets with faculty 
advisor during Friday recess to plan agenda for next week’s meeting. Shares agenda with 
other council members before the next meeting. 
 

• Class Representative(s):  
Council members who represent the students in their class, and all students, by attending 
meetings and reporting business discussed to other students during Monday homerooms. 
They have chief responsibility for reaching out to their classmates – their constituents – to 
ask for their ideas, feedback, and support. They speak for their constituents at council 
meetings, presenting their ideas, suggestions, etc.  
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RUNNING FOR STUDENT COUNCIL 
After you have reviewed what is required of each council role and you have decided which you wish to run 
for, you need to submit some paperwork to run for office.  

 

File & Run for Office 

1. Complete the candidate form below, including the required parent and faculty signatures, and 
candidate statement.  

2. Draft a campaign speech and submit it to Council Advisor Ellen Koomen. 
3. Plan and execute your campaign according to the guidelines below.  

 

Deadlines for Semester 1 Candidates 

1. Forms are due in the office no later than Monday, Sept. 23. 
2. Draft speeches are due to Ms. Koomen no later than Tuesday, Sept. 24.  
3. Campaigning is held Wednesday & Thursday, Sept.  25 & 26. 
4. Speeches will be given Thursday, Sept. 26, during P.E.  
5. Voting will be held Friday, Sept. 27 during history class. 

 
 
 
GUIDELINES FOR COUNCIL CANDIDATES & CAMPAIGNS 
Candidates and their parents should review campaign guidelines together and agree to follow them before 
signing candidate forms.  
 
 
Campaign Budgets 
Candidates must limit themselves to a budget of $10. They are encouraged to be creative with materials 
found at home and to campaign on their ideas and outreach to voters. They are welcome to enlist their 
supporters to help campaign for them in appropriate and positive ways.  
 
Campaign Materials 
Posters/Flyers: These should be no larger than 11 X 14 and may only be posted inside classrooms and 
never on doors. Candidates are responsible for removing all posters/flyers and other campaign materials by 
the end of the day after ballots are cast. Posters/Flyers may not be printed at school.  
 
Campaign Handouts:  
Popular campaign items include stickers, buttons, and home-baked goods (nut free). Candy is prohibited.  
Candidates must respect the campaign materials of other candidates AND encourage their supporters to do 
the same. Please maintain a high ethical standard around the election. 
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Eligibility Guidelines 
Please review the section above on council roles for additional details. Here are the chief qualifications and 
disqualifications for office: 
 

• Candidates for president must have served previously on student council.  
 

• All candidates must have the endorsement of a parent and four teachers. Endorsements are based 
on candidates’ citizenship AND the understanding that serving effectively on the student council will 
not have a negative effect on candidates’ studies. (Faculty members may and will endorse multiple 
candidates, provided they meet the guidelines.) 

 
• Candidates suspended before or after they are elected to the council will be removed from the 

ballot or office.  
 

• Council members who do not serve diligently will be removed from office.  

 

• Candidates absent from more than two meetings (including agenda meetings for council officers) 
will be removed from office at the discretion of the faculty advisors.  
 

Speech Guidelines 
All candidates give a speech outlining their interest in, goals and qualifications for the position they are 
seeking. Draft speeches must be submitted by the review deadline and must be approved by the faculty 
advisors. 
 
Candidate speeches should observe the following guidelines: 

• Keep it Positive: Speeches should highlight your interest in the office, your goals and qualifications. 
Students must be respectful about other candidates and their ideas. Speeches that attack or 
otherwise put down another candidate or office holder will result in disqualification for office.  

 

• Campaign on Goals You Can Realistically Keep: Student Council members have a big voice in 
planning dances, sponsoring game or movie nights, choosing charitable causes and fund raisers and 
much more. They cannot shorten the school year, abolish homework, etc. Candidates with big ideas 
are welcome to speak with administrators about the feasibility of their ideas before campaigning on 
them.  

 

 


